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WUQWATR WATCH

More Now
Than Ever
WUQWATR enrolled more than 250 new acres into the ALUS program in 2021, bringing the
total acres protected to over 3,800 acres!
Thanks to special funding from Nutrien Lanigan, four projects were renewed for an additional
five years. Of these 342.29 acres conserved, 63.32 acres are wetlands, 107.77 acres are
riparian areas, 110.17 acres are upland seeding projects and 61.03 acres are trees and
shrubs.
This spring if you are planning to complete a project that improves freshwater health or
environmental health, WUQWATR has funding to support your project. Projects can include
seeding tame forage, creating pollinator habitat, adding exclusion fencing along a waterway,
restoring a wetland or more. WUQWATR can help fund these types of projects and provide
annual payments to maintain them for five or more years.
Support for this program is provided by ALUS and funds from the EcoAction Community
Funding Program through Environment and Climate Change Canada.

More people participated in the
wide range of programs offered by
WUQWATR in 2021 than in the
past.
WUQWATR protected surface and
ground waters from Regina to
Humboldt and Central Butte to
Tyvan by delivering the following
programs:
ALUS
Aquatic Invasive Species
Citizen Science
Natural Edge
Saskatchewan Tree for Life
Watershed Wonders Kits
WUQWATR Kids Club
Learn more by visiting
www.wuqwatr.ca.

A

2021-THE YEAR IN REVIEW

Saskatchewan Tree For Life
This spring and summer, our watershed stewardship group and
seven others in the province, with the support of the Saskatchewan
Association of Watersheds (SAW) and Environment and Climate
Change Canada (ECCC), piloted the Saskatchewan Tree for Life
Program. The program is a climate change initiative that helps
encourage planting trees and shrubs for climate change mitigation.
As a tree grows, it absorbs carbon dioxide (CO2) and stores it in its
biomass, dead organic matter and in soils. This means that the
carbon uptake by trees reduces the rate that carbon accumulates
in the atmosphere. A 10-year-old tree absorbs 48 pounds of CO2
each year.

The Survey Says...

In May and June over 27,000 trees were given away and planted
province-wide! This program was a huge success - trees were
dispersed in a matter of days! Trees were given to schools,
communities, parks, and individuals on a first come, first serve
basis across the province.

The Saskatchewan Association of
Watersheds and member stewardship
groups need your help!

As part of the initiative, people were asked to share their opinion
and knowledge of climate change through an online survey. The
survey’s purpose will be to help guide programming about climate
change. Programs will provide information that will help us
understand what climate change is, what it means to us and what
we can do to help mitigate it. Two surveys are available – one for
young people and one for adults. Results of the surveys will be
compiled and analyzed later in the year.

Results from the survey will be used
to understand public opinion of
climate change and help guide
educational material!

We also asked people to take a picture with their planted tree! We
wanted to see as many trees as possible in the ground, in their
new homes! To encourage people to share, those who submitted a
photo will be entered into a draw, which will be made in the fall.
We would like to thank all who have participated in this program.
We would also like to encourage everyone to take the Climate
Change Survey – whether you received a tree or not, please fill in
the survey! As a thank you, you will be entered to win a $500 gift
card!

We are looking for individuals to fill in
our short survey about Climate
Change.

When you complete the survey, you
automatically are entered to win a
$500 gift card!
Have your say, complete the survey
https://saskwatersheds.ca/saskatche
wan-tree-for-life-program/.
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Watershed Wonders Kits
Teachers, did you know you can borrow Watersheds Wonders
kits from WUQWATR even though it’s winter?
The kits were made possible by the generous funding from the
Water Security Agency (WSA) and Plains Midstream Canada.

Follow along with Kids Club
updates and activities on
our website: wuqwatr.ca/programsservices/kids-club/

If your students are interested in learning about everything from
wetlands and watersheds to invasive species and beavers in a
fun, interactive way, these kits are perfect for your classroom!
The kits were developed for students between the ages 6-13.
Any age can enjoy the activities and curriculum guide! It’s fun
and it’s free!

AgH2Onward
AgH2Onward is a free online
workshop developed by the Water
Security Agency and offered
throughout the year.
The workshop provides innovative
agricultural water management
solutions to help producers become
more resilient in the face of droughts,
flooding and other extreme weather
events in a changing climate.
Check out www.agh2onward.ca for
2022 workshop dates!

Citizen Science Program
Even though it’s winter, WUQWATR is looking for watershed residents who are
interested in learning more about the environment and water around them.
If this sounds like you and you are interested in receiving a Citizen Science kit for
free to use at any body of water in our watershed, contact WUQWATR today!
The kits provide everything you need to sample water quality at a lake, river, or
stream of your choosing.
If you are a teacher whose class likes to spend time outside, have a cabin on Last
Mountain Lake, live near a river or just passionate about the environment, this
program is for you!
If you, or anyone you know, is interested in becoming a citizen scientist please
reach out to info@wuqwatr.ca for a free kit.
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NATURAL EDGE
Natural Edge, a program funded by the RBC Foundation through RBC
Tech for Nature, was fully subscribed by producers within days of its
launch in the WUQWATR watershed this year.
Purpose of the program is to help landowners create a natural
shoreline by planting a selection of native trees, shrubs, wildflowers,
and grasses suitable for their property.
The plants help reduce soil erosion, improve water quality by filtering
runoff, and provide essential habitat, including shelter and food for
over 90% of wildlife.
Healthy layers of vegetation including trees, shrubs, ground cover,
grasses, flowers, and aquatic vegetation benefit wildlife, protect these
shorelines from degrading, and support natural processes that are
essential to a healthy watershed.

AIS Sampling
WUQWATR conducted sampling in June,
July, and August for Aquatic Invasive
Species in the following locations:
Last Mountain Lake
Buffalo Pound Lake
Wascana Lake
Humboldt Lake
Little Manitou Lake
Lovering Lake
Arm Lake
Each summer for the last five years
WUQWATR has collected samples in the
watershed lakes to test for invasive
species, such as zebra and quagga
mussels, around public docks.
An invasive species can filter lake water
to the point where there is limited food for
native filter feeders such as invertebrates
that support the food chain in the lakes.
This could cause Walleye and pike
populations to drop if they cannot adapt
to the new ecosystem.
Thank you to the Fish and Wildlife
Development Fund and Invasive Species
Centre for providing the funding to make
this sampling possible.

from all of us here at WUQWATR!
CONTACT US
@WUQWATRofficial
306-946-6533
info@wuqwatr.ca
Box 965 Regina SK
S4P 3B2

https://www.facebook.com/WUQWATR
@WUQWATRofficial

